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desired friends, as other people have and desire articles
of furniture. Although with much self-respect he was
a humble courtier, and showed too much how greatly

he was in want of support and assistance from all sides;
he was avaricious, greedy of fortune, ardent and un-
just. The King could not hear him, and was grieved
with the respect he was obliged to show him, and
which he was careful never to trespass over by a single
jot. Certain intercepted letters had excited a hatred
against him in Madame de Alaintenon, and an indigna-
tion in the King which nothing could efface. The
riches, the talents, the agreeable qualities, the great
reputation which this Prince had acquired, the general
love of all, became crimes in him. Tin* contrast with
M. du Maine excited daily irritation and jealousy, The
very purity of his blood was a reproach to him. Even
his friends were odious, and felt that this was so, At
last, however, various causes made him to be chosen,
in the midst of a very marked disgrace, to command the
army in Flanders, He was delighted, and gave him-
self up to the most agreeable hopes. But it was no
longer time; he had sought to drown his sorrow at
wearing out his life unoccupied in wine and other pleas*
ures, for which his age and his already enfeebled body
were no longer suited. His health gave way. He felt
it soon. The tardy return to favour which he had en-
joyed made him regret life more, fie perished slowly,
regretting to have been brought to death's door by
disgrace, and the impossibility of being restored by
the unexpected opening of a brilliant career.

The Prince, against the custom of those of his rank,
had been very well educated.   He was full of insiruc-